Preparing children and families for re-opening
By Auvril Stanley

‘“We made a cake with wiggl werewhemagscal wandd twh ai r vy
excitedchildren with their mischievous smiles, were shoutagythey approached meth a

cake made fnm sand, pinecones and sticks. Yes, we have reopmmesrviceand hearing the

chatter and laughter of the psehool/afterschool is music to our ears.

Open, tweway, and clear ammunicationbetween management, directors, the team and
parentsfrom the onsetwas tle key ingredient tenable uso reopen On-going team meetings
prior to openingallowedus to voice concerrendwork through the guideline®ew Covid 19
policies, cleaning schetes and checklists wereevkloped toys werecleaned,and hand
sanitising stations were establishAdleep clean and sanitization of the service was conducted.
Induction trainingandReturnrTo-Work forms,to name a fewwere completed

Social distance for pick up and drop off outside our service

Entrance to our hallway, Covid 19 information




Hand sanitising station

At the same time, parents wendormedabout the nevguidelinesand the many changes we
had to introduce i.enew enrolment forms to be completddyp off and collection poinisiew
opening hourgand the establishment pfay pods through email, newsletter and phone calls
Links to websiteds.e. EClI and DCYA were shad to assist parentgh supportingtheir

¢ hi | dransitionl bsck to our service

New Documents for parents and staff
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As acommunitybased preschool/afterschool senaour setting consists aflarge brightand
airy community roomwhichdoubleal as gpre-schoolandafterschoofoom forthechildrenpre-
Covid 19 This roomis now divided into2 Play Rods(Pod 1- Preschool and Pod 2 After
school) We continue tase our key worker systenplaying outdoordaily was always the norm
(Pod 1- outdoor space and Pod 2 Public playground at the front of the seamabeach team
memberknows theirrole and those of their eavorkers within their pod.
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Play Pod 2




While there were many challenges along the way, our collaborative approach and following
the Covid 19 Health and Safety and Tusla-3ai$essment Checklists has enabled us to reopen.
Any anxieties, parents and our team may have had about reopening guaicidiged as the
children came bouncing back into the service on the first day.



